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O King Midas loves gold — but his greed soon gets 
him into trouble. This lively retelling of a classic 
Greek myth has easy-to-read text and fun puzzles 
to try after the story. 
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. King Midas and the Gold is in the 
Usborne First Reading series, written especially for 
children who are learning to read, and developed in consultation 
with Alison Kelly, Principle Lecturer in Education and reading 
specialist at Roehampton University. With delic’ ‘*:'tustrations, 
these books combine great stories with ~ Fa Ncite 
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Retold by Alex Frith 
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King Midas was .: 
very rich. 
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He was kind, too. One day, he met an 
old man. 
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Midas helped the man 
to find his house. 
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“My son is a god,” “He can give you 
said the old man. a wish.” 
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wish I could touch 
things and turn them 


My i144 ot 


oT ie re 
“i TT LEED ea fi) a 
i it ieten i" : ery { 
Ht 1 7 hi we 7 4e _ 
URE , 4 r feebty ss) tiie at aM i 
af en bnhy i ; | . . 
| “ 7 ' 
| | 1 He : hei 
if +S iia | | 
| : ¢ : et y 
ta The 
: i 
: i 


Me i ll i 





King Midas touched ...and it turned to gold. 
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He touched his ...and it turned to gold. 
palace... 
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He touched his dinner... ...and that turned to 
gold, too. 
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“How can I make 





it stop?” said 
King Midas. 



























“There is a secret river in 


the hills,” said the god. 
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“Find it and wash Midas walked a very 
yourself in it.” long way. 











At last, he found 


the river. 














And the water washed 


away his golden touch. 
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Puzzle 1 
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Can you spot the differences 





between these two pictures? 








Which order should the Choose the best sentence in 
pictures be in? 


Puzzle 2 


each picture. 
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Puzzle 4 





Puzzle 5 


oi gold! 








What happened next? 
Puzzle 6 
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nswers to puzzles 
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Puzzle 5 


About the story 
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King Midas was a real king. 
He lived in Ancient Greece 
around 3,000 years ago. An old 
legend says he went to the river 
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"Hello Dad!" 





‘It’s gold!" vale 
Pactolus to wash. This river is in 


modern day Turkey. People still 
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